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SAT-7 PARS: New TV Show, ‘Shabakeh,” Features Christian Values

Drama addresses the problems facing Farsi-speakers from a biblical perspective

The main characters of “Shabakeh” shoot a segment of
the show, which is set in a television studio. The show
targets Farsi-speaking adults.

PROJECT PROFILE

PROJECT OVERVIEW

CONTEXT: Farsi is the spoken and written language of
70 million Iranians, 20 million Afghans and about 10
million Tajiks. Around 60 percent of them are younger
than 25. Those living in this society lack safe and easy
access to the Word of God. Although satellite television
is banned by the Iranian government, the number of
users is growing. The content of national television is
often weak and fails to speak to young people, making
new satellite programming appealing. In this culture,
the family unit is becoming more dysfunctional and

the divorce rate is rising, especially in Iran. People are
also extremely superstitious and rely on religious folk
practices to overcome challenges.

NEED: People living in this region need locally cre-
ated Scripture-based programs that fit the context and
culture. The message of Christ needs to be presented in
a non-threatening and engaging way that is sensitive to
viewers’ culture and values. Sharing the heart of Christi-
anity through drama fits the rich oral culture.

Program Name ~ “SHABAKEH” (NETWORK)
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Episodes 52 30-MINUTE SHOWS

ID: SAT-7-0809-PARS

Timeline 6 MONTHS

ﬁ IMPACT CERTIFIED

SOLUTION: Satellite television allows delivery of
uncensored material into homes. “Shabakeh,” meaning
“network,” will promote Christian living and principles
through drama without threatening the culture.
“Shabakeh” will show viewers ways to overcome life’s
problems in a Christ-like manner and direct them to
the Word of God. The program will help believers
deepen their faith and ease their isolation. Viewers will
receive accurate information about Christianity.

LIFE IMPACT

POTENTIAL VIEWERS: 1.3 million adult viewers
ESTIMATED VIEWERS: 650,000 adults will regularly
view “Shabakeh” over one year

IMMEDIATE INTERACTION: SAT-7 PARS will
receive a total of 360 text messages, e-mails or phone
calls following 52 broadcasts of the show over one year
ESTIMATED APPLICATION: an estimated 195,000
viewers (30 percent of estimated viewers) will engage
with the individual program over one year - based on a
2006 KMR Group survey of Middle East Satellite TV
viewers

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

“I came to Christ a year ago through your Christian channel.
I have stopped many sinful habits and my life has changed
completely. I am no longer in darkness and I feel peace,

joy and blessings in my life. Because I cannot speak to my
parents about Jesus, I put on SAT-7 PARS while my parents

are watching TV.”

an Iranian man
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WHAT IT'S
LIKE NOW

“Farsi, also known as [the} Persian language, is the most
widely spoken member of the Iranian branch of the Indo-
Iranian languages. ... Farsi is spoken today primarily in Iran
and Afghanistan. ... Significant populations of speakers can

be found in other Persian Gulf countries. ... as well as large

communities in the U.S.”

— “Farsi language history” Today Translations, wwuw.
todaytranslations.com/language-history/farsi-language-history

“In terms of audience across age segments, TGI Arabia
reveals that TV viewing is heaviest in the 30- to 50-year-
old age group. Half of all viewers in the region rate TV as
their favourite pastime. ... A quarter of the respondents are
interested in {interactive television} a promising signal that
[television commerce} could flourish in the region. General
programming, constituting mainly of factual and reality
infotainment, ranks as the most watched genre, with 86
percent audience engagement.”

— KMR Group Update Issue 17 Summer 2000, www. kmr-group.
com/pdf]

“The state retains control of terrestrial radio and television

broadcasts, but the illicit use of satellite television receivers
in urban areas continues to be widespread.”

— “Iran: Country Briefing,” Oct. 22, 2008, www.economist.com/
countries/ivan/ PrinterFriendly.cfm?Story

“Although Iran is not found on current lists of countries
with high divorce rates, it seems the country may possibly
have the highest divorce rate in the world today. A study
released by a research group at Shahid Beheshti University
in Tehran earlier this month reports that the divorce rate
in Iran could be as high as 90 percent among couples who
marry by choice as opposed to more traditional arranged
marriages.”

ranian Divorce Rate May Hit 100%,” May 2009,
www.divorce.com/blog/ivanian-divorce-vate-may-hit-100
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ANALYSIS ‘

' ARRERRNNNNNNNENNNRRRRERREREERE (ow:1, Low/Medium:2, Medium:3, Medium/High:4, High:5 48
Risk m: g L1 LowMedium:2, Medium:3, Medium/High:4, Hig SOURCES OF FUNDS
CONCEPT: 1 ITEM REQUESTED COST/EPISODE
This television program tackles real life issues and regional social mores through a weekly drama /F:\rgduc]er, director and co-director iii'égi $1$:gig
. . . . . . ors ,
that entelrtams pe(.)ple while encouraging the@ to replicate th.e morals depicted. In.a region Project management 2 $30.568 $588
where misconceptions about the Christian faith are rampant, it may be more effective to share Administration of SAT-7 USA $27,773 $534
the message of Christ indirectly than through direct evangelism. Storytelling is part of the oral Equipment $26,468 $509
tradition of the Persian culture. Editor and writer $22,048 $424
Broadcast # $15,600 $300
PROGRAM DESIGN & EXPERIENCE: 3 Location rentals ° $13,208 $254
: 6
This is a new program for SAT-7 PARS. It will be difficult to estimate viewership and the number Transportation, food i $13,208 $254
. . o o ) i Cameraman and assistant cameraman $12,376 $238
of people engaging with the program. To minimize this risk, SAT-7 PARS provides multiple tools Designer and makeup arfist $7,072 $136
for viewers to engage with the show. Direct interaction with SAT-7 will be limited due to the Set design $4,420 $85
political and social context. Miscellaneous $4,420 $85
TOTAL $277,729 $5,341
LEADERSHIP: 2 NOTES:
SAT-7 benefits from strong leaders. The organization should be encouraged to continue to ‘
. . .. . ! remuneration for the four main characters and others who join throughout the season
empower and develop its second tier of staff and streamline information flow between departments ) - ) L
. ) . includes rent, utilities, salaries and staff expenses for all administrative staff
so that current projects inform future program design. 3 includes camera, studio, light and editing equipment
* the fee for using the satellite and equipment at the SAT-7 Studio in Cyprus and staff involved in
FINANCIAL CONTROL: 1 broadcasting 52 episodes
SAT-7 PARS has stable management, independent governance and secure fund transfer methods. 5 covers rent for location shoots, such as restaurants and coffee shops
Its financial statements are externally audited. \ ¢ for crew and actors during shoots D

SUSTAINABILITY: 3

SAT-7 does not raise funds on the air, relying instead on financial gifts. Programs are not
necessarily viewer supported. Continuous funding from external sources will be necessary to
sustain and expand programming.

EXTERNAL: 3

SAT-7 is broadcasting into the Middle East where not everyone will embrace its message and
persecution of Christians have taken place. To mitigate risks, SAT-7 has been careful in its
ministry approach to present the truth of the gospel in a manner that is respectful of the culture
and society where it operates.

BREADTH:

An estimated 650,000 viewers throughout the Farsi-speaking nations of Iran, Afghanistan and
Tajikistan will view displays of Christian values, principles and lifestyles at a cost of $0.42 per
beneficiary.




PROJECT RECAP

ID - SAT-7-0809-PARS
Implementer - SAT-7

Timeline - 12 months
Budget - $227,729

HOW TO FUND THIS PROJECT

Contact Dr. Rex Rogers
President, SAT-7 USA
RO. Box 2770

Easton, Md. 21601
410.770.9804

E-mail: rexrogers@sat/.org

Researcher’s Statement

Since the most ordinary way to experience
the Christian faith in the Western world —
attending a church service — is restricted
for most people in Farsi-speaking nations,
the safest avenue for people to hear the
Christian message may be through mass
media, such as television and radio. The
growing popularity of satellite television in
the Middle East presents a non-threatening
medium for individuals and families to
explore Christianity. SAT-7 is encouraged
to develop and utilize tools and processes
th that will enable leaders to better track the
impact on its viewers.

Siyumi Yanthrawaduge

Research Analyst
August 2009
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INSPIRATION

How can young people keep their lives pure? By obeying

your commands.

— Psalms 119.9, GNT
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